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ABSTRACT 

Prompted by current concern with the dearth of 
empirical research on the role of humor in communication^ the author 
prepared this bibliography to aid future researchers in the field. 
Although the entries span the years from 1939 through December 19 72, 
the predominant number of publications represent the years 1966-1972, 
The fifty- four entries contained in the bibliography were selected on 
the dual basis of form and content-^most of the studies are 
experimental in design and report original research on humor as 
communication i Each entry is accompanied by a brief annotation 
identifying the essence of the study in order to indicate its 
usefulness to the prospective researcher* (LG) 
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Ai\' ai:hotatkd bi5LICghapi-iy cf ekpirical studies of 

LAUaHlEH-PriOVCiai^G STIi'ULI A3 CGM iUHICATICii 
by Charles R. Oriinar 
University of Gtorgia 

At the Speech CoMnunidation Assoeiation's ^mual Gonvantion in 
Chioago during December, 1972, one ''Dimsnsion Prograin" was devoted to ''The 
Role of Humor in Cominunioatlon'' (See SCA Abstraots . 1972, 9=11 )• On that 
prograin two nationiily- prominent speech professors. Dr. Kenneth E, Andersen 
of the University of Illinois md Dr, Ra^nnond 0* Smith of the University of 
Indima, each argued two identical points: each claimed that very little 
empirical research on the role of humor in coTftmimication had been done, ond 
each ^gued that a great deal more such research ought to be undertakan in 
the future. In order to aid future researchera in the field of humor as 
communication, the present bibliography has been prepared. 

In selecting the items for Inclusion in the bibliography, imphasis 
has been placed upon two criteria, both inherent in the title, above* First 
of all, only empirical studies are included* With ve^ few exceptions » the 
items are reports of origin^ research reporting quantitative data; most of 
these are experimentjl studies* The few non-quantitative studies inoluded are 
(with possibly one exception) baaed upon rigorous observations of behavior made 
by trrinad investigators* . 

.The second criterion limting the inclusion of items in this bibliography 
was whether a study deals with humor aa canOTunicatlon * The eritiOiJ. question 
involved here is, "Does this study ooncem itself with eome conmimioative 
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effect in auditors as a result of la^ghter*provoking stimuli? For instance, 
in an experijnental study the humorous stimuli is typically the independent 
vi^iable manipulated, whereas the corTmninicative effect in auditors (attitude 
change, information retention, reaction to the speaker, etc.) is typically 
the dependent variable ineasured* Excluded from this bibliography is the 
large and groifing number of studies concerning the relationship of various 
psychological variables to such Qoncepts as humor appreciation, sense of hujiior, 
and ability :riate humor* For studies in this more general area, the 
interested reader is directed to two other bibliographies. One Xsi Yvonne 
Treadwcllj ''Bibliography of Empirical Studies of V/it and Humor s" PsyghologlQiJ. 
Reports , 20 (1967), 1079-83; a later, more ooinprehenalve (and annotated) 
bibliography is by Jeffrey H* Goldstein and Paul B* McQhee in the book they 
; we edited. The Payohology of Hmnor (New Yorki Academic Press, 1972)* 

In the interests of space aid brevity p the ^notation of each Item 
below is usually held to a single phraae, olause, or sentenoe. However, it 
is hoped that this brief annotation will Identify the essential nature of the 
study sufficiently to indicate whether it would be useful to the prospeotiva 
researcher* 

When studies have appeared in more than one fora (such as a oonven- 
tlon paper and an artlole or dissertation, for lnBtanoe)i this infonnatlon 
ia noted* In the ease of SCA donventioniapers, the source of its published 
SCA Abstracts is detailed. Also, where convention papers are known to have 
existed in dittoed or mimedgraphed fora, this information is supplied; copies 
may be thus available from the authors* At least some of these convention 
papers are available through the ERIC system. 
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Arinis, A.D,, "The Rtlative Bf f ectiveness of Cartooni and Editorials as 
Propaganda Kedia," PsyGhological Bulletin , 36 (1939), 628. 

A brief ons-paragraph report asserting that a study showed 
that editorials were more effective than were editorial gartoons* 

Aeheri R. and S, Sargent, "Shifts in Attitude Caused by Cartoon Caricatures," 
Journal of General Pgy chQlogy, 24 (1941), 451-5. 

Study ihows changes In attitude /pirQeption of some conQapts 
after exposure to satirical caricatures of those concepts, 

Berlo, David K* and Hideya Kumata, **The Investigator: The Impact of a 
Satirical Radio DrMa," jQurnallsm quart arly t 33 (1956)* 287-^98. 

A satirical radio drama changed attitudes toward congressional 
investigations but not the satirlaed Joseph McCwthyi Senator from 
V/lsconsln, 



Brmdes, Paul D,, "The Persuasivenass of Va^ing Types of Humor Paper 
presented at the Speech Communication Association Convention , 
December, 1970 i New Orleans , In SCA Abstracts , 1970, pp, 12-13. 

A speech entitled, '^That Every Yale Fraehman Should ICnow'' was 
not enhanced in persuasiveness by adding either jokes » puns, or 
"Sarcastic humor." 



Brlnkman, Dal, "Do Editorial Cartoons and Editorials Chmga Opinions?" 
Joumalism Quarterly , 45 (Winter, 1968) ^ 724-6, 



Results Indicate editorials we more persuasive, but that a 
cartoon osn enhance editorial persuasivaness when presented with the 
editorial and makes the same point. 



Bums, Thomas A*, "A Joke md Its Tellers 1 A Study of the Functional Variations 
of a Folklore Item at the Psychological Level," Ph.D. Diasertatldn, 
Indisuia University, 1972. 

Concludes thatt "Tellers were found to view the content of the 
joke quite differently, to be involved In dlffeMnt aspects of the 
joke-s content I to gain from the joke quite different benefits, and 
to gain these benefits at different levels •" (Quote Is from his 
abstract.) ' 

C^arl, LeRoy Mt, "Editorial Cartoons Pall to Reach Many Readers," JourniHsm 
quarterly , 45 (Suimner, 1968), 533-5. 

Foimd that up to 70^ of attempts to state rhetorlci^ point 
artists intended In edltortal ci^toons were jjioorreot. 



Cooper, Euniee md Marie Jahoda, "The Evasion of Prapagaaida; How Prejudioed 
Psople Respond to Anti-Prejudice Propaganda^" JournsJ- of Psyoholog^Y t 
23 (19^7), 15-25. . 

Summarizes a series of studies showing that prsJudiQed persons 
react to anti-prejudice cartoons and other material with a variety 
of defense mechanisms which prevents perception of antl-prejudloe 
thesis of message, 

Coser, Rose L, , "Laughter j^nong Colleaguesi A Study of the Social Functions of 
Hutnor Among the Staff of a Mental Hospital*" Psychiatry , 23 (I96O) 
81-95. 

Analytical study of humor used in 20 hospital staff meetings 
concludes, in part^ that "Humor serves to reduce the social distanoe 
between persons occupying different positions in the social structure 
.... to relax the rigidity of the social structure without j 
however I upsttting it," 

t -^Some Social Functions of Laughteri A Study of Humor in a Hospital 
Setting," Umnm Relations , 12 (1959), 171-82. 

NQn-quantitativa study which concludes, in part, " # , . humor 
allows the ^patients^ to reinterpret their experiences, to entertain, 
reassure y and oorfmiunioate ; to convey their interest in one another, to 
pull the group together, . . •" 



Davis, Jay H,^ and toerigo Farina, "Humor Appreciation as Socl^ Commxmication , " 
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology , 15 (1970), 175-8, 

Male subjeots* ratings of sexually-oriented cartoons were 
higher when they were oommunioatlng their ratings directly to a 
aexually attractive fem^e experimenter; males' use of these ratings 
to show se^si interest in femele experimenter is given as the 
rationale for the ratings. 



Dresser, Jotai W*, "Two Studies on the Social Function of Joking as an Outlet 
for Aggression," Ph.D. Dissertation, Louisima State University and 
Agriculture and Mechanical College, 1967» 

Found, among other things, Sl vmry high correlation between 
joking and conversatime skill. 
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Gibb, John D., "An Experimental Oomparison of the Humorous Leeture aiid the 

NonhiiriiOrous Lecture in Inf orrriative Speal<ing," K.A. ThaaiSi University 
of Utah, 196^. 

Using a biology lecture based upon a stmdardizad inultiple- 
ohoice teat of biology, this is th© only extmit study indioating that 
those who heard the humorous version learned more than the non-humorous 
version. 



GoodchildSj JaGqueline D,, "Effeots of Being VJltty on Position in the SooisQ. 
Structure of a Small Group," SociometTO" , 22 (1959) , 261-72* 

"Sarcastic Wits" were judged from their written group-discussion 
protocols as ''influential but not popular," whereas "Clowning Wits" 
were judged as "popular but not influential*" 

, and ^art E, Smith , "The Wit and His Group," Huni^ rH?lationSy 



17 (196^), 23-31. 

Groups contM^lng "deliberate wits" were more often correct 
in task^perf ormance and persons in these groups were more satisfied 
with the group experlenoe* 

Grunar, Charles R,, "Ad Homlnem Satire as a Persuaders An Experiment," 
Journalism Quarterly , 48 (Spring, 1971) r I28-.3I, 

Either on© or two Art Buchwald editorials satirizing Richard 
K* Nixon c lain ot be said to 'have altered Mr* Nixon's "im^e," 



, "Art Hoppe Vs» Capital Punishments An Experiemntt" ditto, paper 



presented at the Southem Speeoh Comiunlcatlon AgsoGiation's convention, 
April 6, 1972, Sm Antonio* 

A p^tial replication of the MoOom thesis study (lee beloi?) 
with similar results; few aubjects understood the thesis of the 
satire. 



^ , "Art Hoppe va, Mwtha Mitchell 1 A Further Experimental Study of 

Ad Homlnem Editorial Satire as Persuasion," Satire Neweletter , in 
press* 



An Art Hoppe satlrloal. editoriai ^one Is ahown to have 
lOTered ratings of Martha Mitohell's ohstf^acter and "eensibleness." 



6 



^1 ''Editorial Satire as Persuasion i An Experiment,'* Journalism 

Quarterly , 44 (Winter, 1967), 727-30. 

Tvro Art Buchwald Golunins were found to produce small but 
iignif leant attitude shifts against two rldlQuled Goncepts. 

, "The Effect of Humor in Dull and Intaresting Infomativa Speeches," 
Central States Spaeoh _Journal , 21 (Fall, 1970) ,160-66. 

Humor included ir^ dull and an interesting speech over the 
sajne content produced no notiQeabla Improvemant in Inf onfiation 
retention, but did enhance ratings of speaker ''character," and, in 
the cas© of the "dull" speech, ©nhwoed speaker "authorltativenass" 
ratings • 

f "Effect of Humor on Speajcer Ethos and Audience Information Gain," 
Journal of Conmiunloatlon , 1? (September, 1967), 228-33, 

Including humor in a speech to Infom on "listening" did not 
enhance learning of information therein nor ratings of speaJcer 
"authoritatlveness," but did enhance ratings of speaker "character J' 

, "An Experiinental Study of Ad Homlnem Editorial Satire; Art Hoppe 
vs. Martha Mitchall," ditto, paper presented at the Speech Commimicatlon 
Association Convention, December 29t 1971, San Fr^oisco. In SGA 
Abstracts , 1971 , pp, 

See Ommer item, Satire Newsletter , above, 

, "An Experimental Study of Satire m Persuasion," Speech Monographs . 
32 (June, 1965), 149-53 • 

Article based upon Gruner's dissertation. 



, "An Experimental Study of the Effectiveness of Oral Satire in 
Modifying Attitude," Ph,D, Dissertation, The Ohio State University, I963, 

A satiric spaeoh opposing "censorship" was ineffective in 
changing attitudes , probably because most subjects f alltd to under- 
stand the serious thesis of the message. 

, "A further Experimental Study of Satire as Persuasion," Speech 
Monographs , 33 (Jtmt, 1966), 184-5* 

Partis replloation on the Qruner dissertation which shQWed 
that, when Informed of the serious thesis of the satire, those neutral 
and mlld]^ in favor of the satirized concept m^ be persuMed by satire • 



? 



^'Impact of MmoT Included in Dull arid Interesting Speeches to 
Inform," mimeograph, paper presented at the Southern Speech Com- 
munication Association convention, April, 1970, vanston-Salei?!. 

Study reported in more detail in Grurier, "The Effaot of 
SpeiJcer Ethos md Audience Inf onnation Gain of Humor in Dull and 
Interesting Speeches." 



_ . t "Research Report #84 i Semantic Differential and Thurstone 
Meaaurea of Attitude Toward Csnsorihlp, Centra State s Speech 
Journal , 1? (Auguit/ 1966), 179^80. 

Presents data showing that the semantic differential ggade 
bordered by ''ridiculous" and "sensible" may be a valid measure of 
attitude change Induced by satire. 



» "Satire as a Relnforoer of Attitudes," ditto, paper presented at 
the Speech Conwiunloation Association Convention * December 28 , 1972, 
Chicago, In SCA Abstracts , 1972, p, 10. 

Nixon supporters were more able to detect the thesis of an 
anti-I-IcGovern satire thM of an Anti-Mixon satire; the reverse did 
not hold true for MaGovern supporters, howevar. 



md Williajn E, Lampton, "Effects of InGludlng Huinorous Material 
in a Persuasive Sermon," Southern Speech Cormnunlcation Journa l - 
38 (VJlnter, 1972), 188^96. ^ 

Humor added to a parsuasive sermon failed to enhance the 
semnon's persuaslviness, but showed a tendency to Increase thii 
speaker's ethos* 



Outman, Jonathan and Robert Priest, '^'heii Is Aggression Funny?" Journal 
of Personality and Soolal Psychology , 12 (Ipfiy), 

Subjects perceived jokes as less "aggressive" and more 
"humorous" when aggressor waa perceived as "good" as opposed' to "bad. 

Kennedy, Alliai J , , "The Effect of Humor Upon Source Credibility," mijneograph, 
paper presented at the Speech Commurdcatlon Assooiatlon convention, 
December 28, 1972, Chicago* In SOA Abstracts , 1972, p. 10, 

Reports two experiments in which Inclusion of humor in 
speeches increased ratlngi of ecm.e aspeots of speaker ethos, except 
in an audio- taped version. 
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t "An Experimental Study of the Effect of Humorous Message Content 
Upon EthoB and Persuasiveneaa » " Ph,D, Dissertation, University of 
I'iahigan, 1972, 

Humor added to a speech advocating tnovie censorship had no 
persuasive effect ; Introducing the humorous version of the speech as 
humorous enhanced humor ratings of the speech. 

"An Experirnental Study of the Effeot of Humorous Message Content 
Upon Ethos ajid Persuasiveness," ditto, paper presented at the Speich 
Communication AssoGiation convention, Deoembar, 1970, New Orlaiuia, 
In SCA Abstracte , 1970, p. 12, 

Abstracted from Kennedy's dissertation. 



Kilpela, Donald E,, "An Experimental Study of the Effects of Hunior on 
Persuasion," M,A, thesis, Wayne State University, 1961 « 

Addition of humor to a persuasive speech on stiite medicine 
had no persuasive effect. 



Xampton, William E*, "The Effect of Humor in a Persuasive Sermon," ditto, 

paper presented at the Speech Communication Association convention, 
December, 1971, San Franolsco, In SCA Abstracts , 1971, p, 59, 

This study is more explicit^ dit^led in the Gruner/Lampton 
article in SSCJ i above. 



Lull, P*E., "The Effects of Humor in Persuasive Speeches," Speech MonoairaTDhs 
7 (19^0), 26-40, ^ ^ ' 

Article baaed on Lull's dlsBertatlon, 



"An Objective Study of the Eff ectlvtniss of Humor in Persuasive 
Sptech," Ph*D, Dissertation, University of Wisoonsin, 1940. 

Fotmd no persuasive effect from Inclusion of humor in speeche 
for md against state medicine* 



Markiewioz, Dorothy, "Can Humor Increase Persuasion, or is it All a Joke?", 
Mimeograph, paper presented at the Speech Communication convention, 
December 28, 1972, Chicago. In SCA Abstracts , 1972. p. 10. 



Based upon the K^klewios dissertation, below. 
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, "The Sfficts of Humor on Pereuasion," Ph»D* dissertation, The 



Ohio State University, 1972. 

Reports 7 separate experiments of huj^or and/or wit as 
cornmunication which, takon together, show little or no oomrnimicative 
effect frora the hurnorous stimuli. 



hcGown, HaryAnn, »'An Experimental Study of the Periuasivi Impaot of a Satiric 
Editorial and That of a Comparable Direct Editorial," M.A. Thesis, 
University of Hebraika, 1968. 

Neither m Art Koppe satire of "capital punishment" nor a 
comparable "direct" editorial produced attitude chmga toward 
capital puniitaent* 

Ksttee, David R,, Edward Hrelec, md Paul C, Wilkens, "Humor as m 

Interpersonal Asset and liability*" The Journal of So cial Psychology. 
85' (1971), 51-6^. " " ^ 

Video-taped "profesaor" was rated more highly when using 
humor aiid Introduced as "aloof/" but was rated lower when using \ 
humor Mid ^liitroduced as "cloTOish," 



Pokorny, Gary p., "An Experiments Study of the Impact of Satiric Material 

Included as Support In a Perauasive Spesch," M,A* Thesis, University 
" of Kebraska, I965* 

See entry belcw. 



ERIC 



_____ and Charles R, Ommer, "An Experimental Study of the Eflbct of 
Satire Used as Support in a Persuasive Speech," Wester n Speech 
33 (Summer, 1969), 20M1. " ~^ 

A mora sophisticated approaeh to the data from Pokomy's theais 
(see item above) reveals that a straightforward speech against cenaoi-^ 
ship was no more persuasive when a seetlon satirically ridiculing 
censorship was added to it* 

Priest, Robert P,, "Election Jokes? the Effects of Reference Group Membership," 
PsycliQlQgioal Reports . 18 (1966), 600^2, 

Politicaa jokes m&y reinforce political blasi Republioans 
most enjoy anti^Demoorat jokeg; Democrats most enjoy mti-Repitilioan 
^'"^"es* 
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and Joel Abrahans, ''Candidate Preference and Hostile Humor in 
the 1968 Elections," PsyshQlogical Reports . 26 (1970), 779-03* 

Similar In results to Priest, above. 



Reid, John Kenneth, '^The Effect of Humor on Perceived Attraotiveneas of a 
Speaker,*' K.A* Theiis, Oklahoma State Univeriity, 1971, 

Study with small number of subjects found imall and non^ 
eignificant increments of spe^.er attractiveness ratings as humor 
amount was Increased in video-tapsd individually- viewed speeches* 

Smi^, Ewwt E.^ and Helen L* >mite, "¥it, Creativity, and Sarcasm," Journal 
of Applied PsychQlogy , 49 (1965), 131-4. " 

Study using tJ^S, aiman in sm^l groupi found that "Wits were 
not effective leaders but were associated with less defensiveness and 
more effsotlve group problem- solving* Host of the positive relation- 
ships with were found, more specif ieally, to be associated with 
sarcastic wit," 



Jacqueline D. Qoodchilds, "Characterlsties of the Witty Group 

Memberi The Wit as Leader," Merican Psychologist , 14 (1959), 375-6. 

Corporation supeinrisory personnel participating in management 
developnent course who were oudged to be "wits" ware perceived as 
having strong personality profiles and leading in task^ and group- 
maintenance behaviors* 



* "The Wit in Large and Small Established Oroupe," Psyohological 
Reports , 13 (1963), 273-4, 

"Daliberate" wits in small (5-man) firemen groups seemed to 
have produced greater efflcieney in problem-solving and' more part- 
leipwt satlsf aqtion in the group effort, although ttiis did not hold 
true for large (10*man) firamen groups i in fact, for the larger 
groups, presence of a "deliberate" wit was accompanied by decreased 
problem- solving eff iQienoy, 

Taylor, Pat H*, "The Relationship Between Humor and Retent^ mimeograph, 
paper presented at the Speech Communication AsaoQiatlon convention, 
December 28, 1972. Oiicago, In SCA Abatraots , 1972, pp. 9-10* 

Summarises research on humor md retention, and is based 
mostly on Taylor's dissertation. 
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„» "Research Report M5^^ The Sf f octlvf naas of Humor in Inf drmatlva 
apeechaf^," Ge/itral States Sogeoh Journ al ^ I5 (Novamber, MWi;, Sv^-o, 

High School student!^ failed to learn more from a eipeoch 
containing humor than from the same speech without the= humrjri 

I "TtiB Role of Listener-' Defined flupportive Humor In dpeechas of 
Information," Ph.D* Dissertation, University of Indian?:, 1971, 

Humor included in one speech had no effect upon information 
retention, whereas humor Included In another may have decreasied 
retention. 



Youngman, Hobert Ot, "An Experimental Investigation of the Mfect of Germane 
iiumor Versus Non^germane Humor In an Informative Gommunication, " 
Master's Thesis, Ohio University, 1966* 

Addition of germane or non-germane humor to a speech produced 
no additional attitude chanfe or learning , but the "germane*' humor 
produced greater ratings of the speech's "worthwhlleneas " eb compared 
to that with the non-germane humor, 



Zeman, James V, » "An Scperlmental Study of the Persuasive Effects of Satire 
In a Speech Presented to a High School Audience j" M.R. Thesis, 
University of Nebraska p I967, 

Study patterned after the Gruner dissertation 3tudy using 
high Bchool students as subjects failed to find any attitude change. 



